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The Public Investment Evaluation Unit (UVAL – Unità di valutazione degli investimenti pubblici) provides 

technical support to government bodies by preparing and disseminating methods for evaluating public 

investment programs and projects before, during and after the projects themselves, in part to optimize 

the use of EU Structural Funds. The unit is a part of the network of central and regional evaluation 

teams. 

UVAL operates within the Department for Development Policies of the Ministry for Economic 

Development, to which it was transferred by decree of the Prime Minister on 28 June 2007, as published 

in the Gazzetta Ufficiale on 19 September 2007. The unit received its current structure in 1998 as part of 

the reorganization of the development promotion functions, which were previously assigned to the 

Ministry for the Economy and Finance.  

The unit determines whether investment programs and projects comply with economic policy guidelines, 

assesses the financial and economic feasibility of the initiatives, and determines whether they are 

compatible and appropriate as compared with other solutions, while also evaluating their social and 

economic impact in the areas concerned. 

The Analisis e Studi series of the Materiali UVAL promotes the dissemination of preliminary results of 

research carried out by UVAL members and associates as well as by external experts who contribute to 

workshops and conferences organised by the Department for Development and Cohesion Policies, with 

the aim of eliciting comments and suggestions. 

The contributions published in the series reflect the authors’ views alone and do not imply any 

responsibility on the part of the Unit, the Department for Development and Cohesion Policies or the 

Ministry for the Economy and Finance. 



 

Rural areas and accessibility: territorial analysis of public services in Calabria 
 

Abstract 

In the last years the capacity to improve basic services supply in rural areas emerged as 
one of the key factors to promote socio-economic development and to offset the 
problem of remote rural areas depopulation. Depopulation is a serious problem for 
Calabria Region. The improvement of basic services for people as preliminary factor to 
boost development processes has become a crucial point for Italian regional policy 
2007-2013 and new emphasis was given to a number of target to improve  several 
services in the field of schooling, health and territorial environment (such as water and 
wastes management). This research deals with the delivery and the accessibility of several 
basic services in favour of the most marginalised groups (couches) in rural areas. Starting 
from a quite detailed “needs” analysis (mainly, but not only, based on in field research 
work), this work evaluate the capacity of the existing framework of political economy to 
guarantee the accessibility and the real enjoyment of childcare services in favor of young 
woman, schooling services for young people and .health services for elders. Final 
objective of the research is to find innovative solution of public policy to be able to 
guarantee ad adequate services supply even in more remote rural areas.  

 
 
 

Ruralità e perifericità: analisi territoriale dei servizi alla persona in Calabria  

Sommario 

Negli ultimi anni il miglioramento dei servizi socio-sanitari nelle aree rurali è emerso 
come uno dei fattori chiave per promuovere processi di sviluppo socioeconomico e per 
di ridurre il fenomeno crescente dello spopolamento di molti territori interni del 
Mezzogiorno. La Calabria è una delle regioni maggiormente colpita da questo 
fenomeno. Il miglioramento dei servizi alla persona come fattore preliminare per 
l’innesco di processi di sviluppo ha assunto un ruolo rilevante nell’attuale periodo di 
programmazione 2007-2013, anche in considerazione della nuova enfasi data, 
nell’ambito della politica regionale, al raggiungimento di una serie di target nell’offerta dei 
servizi ai cittadini. La presente ricerca valutativa si concentra sull’offerta, l’accessibilità e la 
qualità di alcuni servizi di base in favore delle couches più sensibili della popolazione 
(giovani e istruzione; donne e asili nido, anziani e servizi sanitari), ricostruendo la trama 
dei bisogni - attraverso un consistente lavoro di analisi desk e di campo -, e la capacità 
dell’attuale assetto di politica economica di assicurarne e agevolarne l’accessibilità e la 
fruizione proprio nelle aree marginali. Obiettivo del lavoro è l’individuazione di soluzioni 
di politica economica capaci di assicurare un livello adeguato di servizi di base anche nelle 
aree rurali meno accessibili, in un’ottica di scambi tra città e campagna. 
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